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God	
  rewards faithful	
  believers



God	
  rewards faithful	
  believers

The	
  rewards	
  glorify	
  him and	
  honor	
  our	
  faithfulness



Matthew 5:11-12 New Living Translation (NLT)

11 “God	
  blesses	
  you	
  when	
  people	
  mock	
  you	
  and	
  
persecute	
  you	
  and	
  lie	
  about	
  you	
  and	
  say	
  all	
  sorts	
  of	
  evil	
  
things	
  against	
  you	
  because	
  you	
  are	
  my	
  followers.	
  12 Be	
  
happy	
  about	
  it!	
  Be	
  very	
  glad!	
  For	
  a	
  great	
  reward	
  awaits	
  
you	
  in	
  heaven.	
  And	
  remember,	
  the	
  ancient	
  prophets	
  
were	
  persecuted	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  way.



James 1:12 New Living Translation (NLT)

12 God	
  blesses	
  those	
  who	
  patiently	
  endure	
  testing	
  and	
  
temptation.	
  Afterward	
  they	
  will	
  receive	
  the	
  crown	
  of	
  life	
  
that	
  God	
  has	
  promised	
  to	
  those	
  who	
  love	
  him.



Revelation 2:10 New Living Translation (NLT)

10 Don’t	
  be	
  afraid	
  of	
  what	
  you	
  are	
  about	
  to	
  suffer.	
  The	
  
devil	
  will	
  throw	
  some	
  of	
  you	
  into	
  prison	
  to	
  test	
  you.	
  You	
  
will	
  suffer	
  for	
  ten	
  days.	
  But	
  if	
  you	
  remain	
  faithful	
  even	
  
when	
  facing	
  death,	
  I	
  will	
  give	
  you	
  the	
  crown	
  of	
  life.



God	
  loves	
  all	
  of	
  his	
  children	
  equally



God	
  loves	
  all	
  of	
  his	
  children	
  equally

He	
  not	
  disown any	
  who	
  are	
  truly	
  his	
  



Romans 2:5-11 New Living Translation (NLT)

5 But	
  because	
  you	
  are	
  stubborn	
  and	
  refuse	
  to	
  turn	
  from	
  
your	
  sin,	
  you	
  are	
  storing	
  up	
  terrible	
  punishment	
  for	
  
yourself.	
  For	
  a	
  day	
  of	
  anger	
  is	
  coming,	
  when	
  God’s	
  
righteous	
  judgment	
  will	
  be	
  revealed.	
  6 He	
  will	
  judge	
  
everyone	
  according	
  to	
  what	
  they	
  have	
  done.	
  7 He	
  will	
  
give	
  eternal	
  life	
  to	
  those	
  who	
  keep	
  on	
  doing	
  good,	
  
seeking	
  after	
  the	
  glory	
  and	
  honor	
  and	
  immortality	
  that	
  
God	
  offers.	
  



Romans 2:5-11 New Living Translation (NLT)

8 But	
  he	
  will	
  pour	
  out	
  his	
  anger	
  and	
  wrath	
  on	
  those	
  who	
  
live	
  for	
  themselves,	
  who	
  refuse	
  to	
  obey	
  the	
  truth	
  and	
  
instead	
  live	
  lives	
  of	
  wickedness.	
  9 There	
  will	
  be	
  trouble	
  
and	
  calamity	
  for	
  everyone	
  who	
  keeps	
  on	
  doing	
  what	
  is	
  
evil—for	
  the	
  Jew	
  first	
  and	
  also	
  for	
  the	
  Gentile.	
  10 But	
  
there	
  will	
  be	
  glory	
  and	
  honor	
  and	
  peace	
  from	
  God	
  for	
  all	
  
who	
  do	
  good—for	
  the	
  Jew	
  first	
  and	
  also	
  for	
  the	
  Gentile.	
  
11 For	
  God	
  does	
  not	
  show	
  favoritism.



God	
  does	
  not	
  reward	
  all	
  equally



God	
  does	
  not	
  reward	
  all	
  equally

Not	
  everyone	
  gets	
  a	
  trophy



Romans 2:5-11 New Living Translation (NLT)

10 Because	
  of	
  God’s	
  grace	
  to	
  me,	
  I	
  have	
  laid	
  the	
  
foundation	
  like	
  an	
  expert	
  builder.	
  Now	
  others	
  are	
  
building	
  on	
  it.	
  But	
  whoever	
  is	
  building	
  on	
  this	
  foundation	
  
must	
  be	
  very	
  careful.	
  11 For	
  no	
  one	
  can	
  lay	
  any	
  
foundation	
  other	
  than	
  the	
  one	
  we	
  already	
  have—Jesus	
  
Christ.



Romans 2:5-11 New Living Translation (NLT)

12 Anyone	
  who	
  builds	
  on	
  that	
  foundation	
  may	
  use	
  a	
  
variety	
  of	
  materials—gold,	
  silver,	
  jewels,	
  wood,	
  hay,	
  or	
  
straw.	
  13 But	
  on	
  the	
  judgment	
  day,	
  fire	
  will	
  reveal	
  what	
  
kind	
  of	
  work	
  each	
  builder	
  has	
  done.	
  The	
  fire	
  will	
  show	
  if	
  
a	
  person’s	
  work	
  has	
  any	
  value.	
  14 If	
  the	
  work	
  survives,	
  
that	
  builder	
  will	
  receive	
  a	
  reward.	
  15 But	
  if	
  the	
  work	
  is	
  
burned	
  up,	
  the	
  builder	
  will	
  suffer	
  great	
  loss.	
  The	
  builder	
  
will	
  be	
  saved,	
  but	
  like	
  someone	
  barely	
  escaping	
  through	
  
a	
  wall	
  of	
  flames.



We	
  are	
  not	
  competing against	
  one	
  another	
  for	
  a	
  
limited	
  number	
  of	
  rewards	
  or	
  recognition	
  



We	
  are	
  not	
  competing against	
  one	
  another	
  for	
  a	
  
limited	
  number	
  of	
  rewards	
  or	
  recognition	
  

God	
  rewards	
  those	
  in authority	
  and	
  
those	
  under authority



We	
  are	
  not	
  competing against	
  one	
  another	
  for	
  a	
  
limited	
  number	
  of	
  rewards	
  or	
  recognition	
  

God	
  rewards	
  those	
  in authority	
  and	
  
those	
  under authority

He	
  rewards	
  those	
  who	
  do	
  much	
  



We	
  are	
  not	
  competing against	
  one	
  another	
  for	
  a	
  
limited	
  number	
  of	
  rewards	
  or	
  recognition	
  

God	
  rewards	
  those	
  in authority	
  and	
  
those	
  under authority

He	
  rewards	
  those	
  who	
  do	
  much	
  

He	
  saves others



All	
  rewards	
  will	
  be	
  handed	
  back	
  to	
  him	
  in	
  the	
  end



All	
  rewards	
  will	
  be	
  handed	
  back	
  to	
  him	
  in	
  the	
  end

Revelation 4:10-11 New Living Translation (NLT)
10 the	
  twenty-­‐four	
  elders	
  fall	
  down	
  and	
  worship	
  the	
  one	
  
sitting	
  on	
  the	
  throne	
  (the	
  one	
  who	
  lives	
  forever	
  and	
  ever).	
  
And	
  they	
  lay	
  their	
  crowns	
  before	
  the	
  throne	
  and	
  say,
11
“You	
  are	
  worthy,	
  O	
  Lord	
  our	
  God,
to	
  receive	
  glory	
  and	
  honor	
  and	
  power.

For	
  you	
  created	
  all	
  things,
and	
  they	
  exist	
  because	
  you	
  created	
  what	
  you	
  pleased.”




