
Colossians: Fighting Heresy and Preserving Purity   
(Part 1) Setting the Back Story 

 
Genuine Christianity has been under attack since Jesus walked on the earth 

 Jesus and his original disciples were discredited by the religious ______________ 

As the church grew, ungodly philosophies and heresies infiltrated the church 

Philosophy - the humanistic ________________of the fundamental nature of knowledge, reality, and existence 

Heresy - belief or opinion ________________ to orthodox /traditional Christian doctrine 

Paul wrote the letter of Colossians to a church he did not__________, and never ________________personally (2:1) 

Colossae was about __________ miles from Ephesus in the Roman province of Asia 

Though in ___________ in Rome, he reached out to correct false teaching in the church (Acts 28:30; Col.4:3-4) 

 The false teaching struck at the very _____________ of biblical Christianity 

  The total adequacy and supremacy of Christ 

  God as the _______________ 

  The true _________________ of Jesus 

  Minimizing the effects and danger of __________________ sins  

  Salvation only for the __________________ and for those who have special knowledge 

 (Col.1:1-2) Sender and recipients 

(v.1) Paul makes it clear that he has the “_________________” to send a letter to the church at Colossae 

  Qualifications of an Apostle 

    To have seen Christ _____________after His death  (Acts 9:3-6)  

To have received the commission _______________from Christ (Acts 22:21) 

To have an extraordinary measure of the Holy Spirit for miracles and preaching. (Acts 16:18; 
19:11-12) 
 

  Paul introduces Timothy as _________________ and as his “brother” (Rom.16:23; I Cor. 1:1’ 16:12) 

   Timothy may have been actual writer due to Paul’s ___________problems (Gal. 4:15; 6:11) 

 (v.2) The audience 

  Not to the “church” (I Cor 1:2; 2 Cor. 1;1) 

God’s _______________ people in the city of Colossae 

  ____________________ brothers and sisters in Christ 

  Christians operate in two spheres simultaneously 

   In a geographical location 

   In ______________ 

  We can change our location in the world but being in Christ is _________________ 

   We are either __________ Christ, or we are _______________ (Eph. 1:4) 

 


